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King Ashurbanipal’s library

« King Ashurbanipal was the last of the great kings of Assyria and he ruled from around 668-627 BC. He
had & new palace built in the city of Nineveh and began to collect everything that had been written in
Mesopotamia. This led to the creation of Ashurbanipal's famous library. It contained more than 30,000
inscribed clay tablets.
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The Assyrians were a people from the north of Mesopotamia who were known for their love of
warfare and conguering others. Their empires went through a number of phases stretching
over nearly 1500 years.
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The Assyrian war machine
« The key to successful expansion was the ruthless and extremely cruel Assyrian army that was prepared
todo anything to achieve its aims.

« Assyrian soldiers tortured and killed their enemies in the most brutal manner imaginable. Those who
resisted were usually killed instantly and without mercy.

« The Assyrians also engaged in the practice of deporting entire tribes of people all over their empire as
their skills would help the Assyrians become very prosperous.

« They learned to make weapons and armour out of iron. The Assyrians were masters of the siege and
found many ways to Gestroy well-defended enemy cities, such as siege towers and battering rams.
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